
 

 Meeting Notice  

This meeting will be conducted virtually, pursuant to the State of Connecticut Governor’s Executive 

Order No. 7B, as amended. This means that you have the ability to view the meeting in real time, 

through the internet on a computer or other electronic device. You can access the meeting by 

following the instructions posted at the top of the City’s website homepage, 

https://www.meridenct.gov. 

 OR  

Clicking the following link:  

EDHZ Meeting Link  

https://www.meridenct.gov/government/departments/planning‐and‐

zoning/publichearingnoticesdecisions/ 

OR  

Copy and paste the following into your web browser  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup‐

join/19%3ameeting_ZTBmZDk4NWEtMjQxYi00Y2IzLTlkYTItNWE3NzAzZTU2NzA2%40thread.v2/0?contex

t=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ec04b2f0‐2d98‐4ad0‐b7fb‐

54595b05e9d0%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220184a3b‐9a45‐4c98‐93f6‐

574ce8ff64c6%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d 

To call in and provide public comment during the meeting please use the following. Please note *6 to 

mute or unmute on your phone. Please remain muted until public comment is called.  

+1 203‐666‐2306 United States, Bridgeport (Toll)  

Conference ID: 784 972 29#  

The Public can make comment on items on this agenda via email at rbertotti@meridenct.gov. 

Comments via email will be closed 1 hour prior to the start of the meeting to allow them to be 

distributed to Council members. Live comments will be available in the Q&A component of the virtual 

meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

Agenda 

 

Virtual Economic Development, Housing & Zoning Committee  

Tuesday, April 21, 2020, 5:30 p.m. 

****************************************************************** 

I. Public Hearing. 

 a. Call to Order. 

 b. Roll Call. 

 c. Agenda. 

 1.  Continuation of Public Hearing of February 19th, 2020:  Item 9 of 1/6/2020:  Petition for 
  Zoning Regulation Amendment at Article II, Sections 213-7B; 213-16C(5); 213-17C(6);  
  213-18C(6); 213-19C(7) regarding Keeping of Poultry.   
 d. Adjournment. 

  

II. Meeting. 

 a. Call to Order. 

 b.  Roll Call. 

 c. Approval of Minutes:  February 19, 2020. 

 d. Agenda. 

 

 1.  Item 9 of 1/6/2020:  Petition for Zoning Regulation Amendment at Article II, Sections  
  213-7B; 213-16C(5); 213-17C(6); 213-18C(6); 213-19C(7) regarding Keeping of Poultry.   
 
 2. Item 12 of 3/2/2020:  Res. re:  West Main Street and Colony Street-Adaptive Reuse  
  Incentive. 
 

3. Item 9 of 3/16/2020:  Petition from Meriden Housing Authority to discontinue/abandon 
Gilbert Road; a portion of Elizabeth Road and a portion of Broadvale Road in order to 
promote the renovation of the Yale Acres development.  

4.   Pre-application discussion with Staff: potential zoning regulations amendment 
regarding food trucks. 

5.   Pre-application discussion with Staff: potential code amendment regarding parking in 
front lawn.  

 e. Staff Reports. 
  1. Joseph Feest, Director of Economic Development. 

  2. Renata Bertotti-Director of Planning & Enforcement. 

       

 f. Adjournment. 

 

        ________________________________ 

        David Lowell, Chairperson 
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To: EDHZ 
From: Planning Staff  

 
Memo regarding questions raised during the 2‐19‐2020 EDHZ Public Hearing concerning the 

Keeping of Poultry Regulation Amendment 
 
 
Question regarding the number of chicken allowed on lots larger than 40,000 
 
The proposed regulation is for the allowance of poultry as an accessory use to a residence and is not 
intended to regulate farms. The math for laying eggs is varied by type of poultry; however, per the 
University of Minnesota:  
 

“Hens begin laying at around six months of age and can continue for five to 10 years with 
peak production occurring in the first two years. They will lay roughly six eggs each week. 
Egg production drops each year when the hens molt (replace their feathers in the early fall) 
and as daylight hours are lost. Hens need at least 12 to 14 hours of light each day to 
continue laying eggs. A regular light bulb is sufficient to supply this light.”  
https://extension.umn.edu/small‐scale‐poultry/raising‐chickens‐eggs 
 

Theoretically, 12 hens would be able to produce 72 eggs per weak. Even with variability, this 
number appears sufficient for a family unit. More than 12 hens would appear excessive for the use 
of a single residential property and would require the applicant to receive a special exception for 
the keeping of farm animals.  
 
The regulation aims to limit the keeping of poultry as an accessory to the primary residential use. 
The keeping of more than 12 animals (poultry) for any of the permitted uses does not appear to be 
an accessory use.  
 
Question regarding appropriateness in the R‐2 Zone. 
 
The R‐2 zone in Meriden includes a mixture of one, two, and three‐family homes. The bulk requirements 
for the R‐2 zone are nearly identical to the R‐1 zone. The primary difference is the allowance of multiple 
dwelling units. The regulation is permissive of no more than (6) six animals (poultry) on lots smaller than 
40,000 sf. In the case of multifamily, the permit would only be issued with the signature of the owner, 
who is the only legal entity allowed to obtain the zoning permit. The regulation limits the number of 
animals on the entire property. 
 

R‐1    R‐2 
Minimum size    11,250    12,000 
Setbacks       same 
Coverage    25%    40% 
Dwelling Units    1    up to 3 
 

*SEE ATTACHED EXAMPLES OF THE R‐2 ZONE AND AREAS WHERE R‐1 AND R‐2 ZONES INTERFACE* 
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Question regarding owner‐occupied properties vs. properties that are rented.  
 
In the case of multifamily, the permit would only be issued with the signature of the owner, who is the 
only legal entity allowed to obtain the zoning permit.  In the case of two or three family rentals, the 
property is limited in the number of animals per the size of the property. 
 
Question regarding the harvesting of poultry.  
 
Staff has discussed harvesting with the health department. The health code does not address this on an 
individual basis however the department of Agriculture would want it done humanely. If there is a 
concern regarding outdoor harvesting, staff recommends that a provision be added that states, “There 
shall be no outdoor slaughtering of poultry.” 
 
 
Question regarding composting (distance and method) 
 
Staff did not encounter any prescriptive method in which composting shall be conducted. The 50‐foot 
setback was a conservative number chosen due to existing Meriden regulations concerning keeping 
horse manure no closer than 60 feet from a property line.  
 
Methods of composting vary depending on the materials that go into the compost piles. Proper 
composting requires heat and moisture. A closed container will not compost.  Per the UCONN College of 
Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources, Bins, drums, and turning units are available but not essential. 
 
Currently, the Health Department regulates composting on a complaint only basis. The health codes 
require that the process of composting cannot breed flies or attract rodents. The 50’ setback was 
discussed with the health department and their opinion was it would adequately address the area of 
greatest concerns in the city.  With a required setback of 50’ from each side and the rear of the 
property, many of the lots in the dense areas of the city are prohibited from composting the waste by 
their size.  
 
Question regarding the coop distance to the property line 
 
The coop and enclosure are separate items. The proposed distance would require the coop is set back 5 
feet further from the property line than the enclosure. The purpose is to allow additional air space 
between the coop, which contains the poultry and any neighboring property. Typically, while there is 
waste in the coop, it is up to the owner to remove that waste. If approved, staff will be providing 
applicants with fact sheets regarding the proper methods for the keeping of poultry.  
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R‐1 and R‐2 interface in the area of Washington Park 
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R‐1 and R‐2 interface in the area of Summer Street and Spring Street 
 

 
 
   

PAGE 11



R‐2 Zone in are of View Street and  Oak Street 
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SOURCES: 
1995 CITY  OF MERIDEN AERIAL FLIGHT PROJECT
2003 SBC AERIAL FLIGHT PROJECT
2005 CITY  OF MERIDEN/SBC 100'-SCALE AERIAL FLIGHT 
AND TOPOGRAPHIC MAPPING PROJECT
CITY  OF MERIDEN TAX  MAPS
DATUM: 
CONNECTICUT STATE PLANE, NAD 83 FEET
MAP DISCLAIMER: 
Every reasonable effort has been m ade to assure the inform ation
provided on the GIS m aps and data is current, accurate and 
complete. However, the GIS database and the m aps them selves 
are subject to constant change and the accuracy and 
completeness cannot be and is not guaranteed. Independent 
verification of all data contained herein should be obtained. 
The data presented on this m ap is not legally binding on the City of 
Meriden or any of its departm ents. These m aps and the associated 
data are REPRESENTATIONS ONLY  and m ay contain errors in 
the databases. Therefore, the inform ation presented here is for 
inform ational purposes only and should not be construed to be 
legally binding. The City of Meriden shall not be liable for any loss, 
dam ages or claim s that arise out of the user’s access to, or use of 
the m aps, docum ents and data provided. 
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City of Meriden, Connecticut
LOW-MOD INCOME BY CENSUS BLOCKGROUP

PROPERTY CONDITION ASSESSMENT
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